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1-2-3 Steps to Redefine Technology Use in Your 
School: Creating a Community of Teacher- Learners 
NAESP, New Orleans  
April 4, 2009 
 
 
Your presenters: (Visit us in Booth 329) 
 
Candace Hackett Shively, Director of K-12 Initiatives at TeachersFirst.com, Reston, VA 
Boni Hamilton, Assistant Principal*, Lenski Elementary, Littleton, CO 
* currently on sabbatical for her doctorate 
 

 
 
Objectives: 

 Locate specific learner-centered resources for classroom use of technology as 
a tool for active learning 

 Envision and name ways to support and continue technology-based learning 
with their own teachers to redefine technology's role as a tool for learning 

 Share: Participate in an impromptu, technology-supported professional learning 
community as a model to take back to their schools 

 
 

 
 
Notes: 

This is a JUST IN CASE handout. The full workshop info and links are on the 
workshop wiki at http://thinkteachworkshop.wikispaces.com/NAESP2009 or  

http://tinyurl.com/NAESP  
Download this handout electronically for easy ‘clicking” or for use at your school. 

Session feedback survey:  CLICK, don’t type!: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Xb
BjhiLawj_2bR7jHa2At1Qg_3d_3d  
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Finding your way in TeachersFirst: What’s on the menu? 
 

Classroom Menu:  Things for use in the classroom WITH students, BY students or as part 
of lessons. Includes resources by subject/grade/keyword, entire units, 
and ready-to-go activities for a projector, interactive whiteboard, or 
classroom computer – single or cluster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional menu: Things to help teachers do their job more efficiently or become better 
teachers. Includes handy “In the trenches” tools and timesavers as well 
as “Staying Current” information on differentiating, reading in the 
content areas, and more. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Current:  Content that changes regularly, including weekly Featured Sites, 
Question of the Week, and the Editor’s blog. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Hot:  Hot new technologies, trends, and topics currently in the media. 
Includes latest “Favorites” on TF, blogs and wikis, and our popular TF 
Edge: reviewed tools for safe use of web 2.0 in the classroom. 
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My TF:  Tools and information related to FREE TeachersFirst membership, a 
real time-saver for busy teachers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Search: Just browsing for ideas? Use Subject/grade search  
Looking for specific curriculum topics or grades?  
Use Keyword Search – and read the search TIPS! 

 
 
Free TeachersFirst membership: Save even more time 

• See TF’s newest resources in your selected subject areas each time you log in 
• sign up for weekly Update emails (with or without membership) 
• Mark resources as “favorites” and “tag” them for use with specific units, subjects, or 

sections you teach 
• Display your favorite resources for a unit or subject simply by clicking the “tag” 
• Share your practical suggestions with other teachers by "commenting" on resources. 
• Make selected favorite resources available to students and parents on your custom-

built home page so they can access them from any computer, anytime.  
• Access reviewed content quickly in TeachersFirst’s advertising-free, safe environment  
• Obtain special privileges on some web 2.0 tools as TF member 

Notes: 
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Anatomy of a TeachersFirst Review: 
Teacher-friendly reviews by experienced educators 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Description - including any 
content warnings or hidden gems 

In the Classroom: Practical ideas for ways to use this site, including lesson 
formats, interactive whiteboard use, and extensions. Help teachers envision the 
resource in the context of THEIR teaching situation. 

Permalink: copy/paste to send this 
review to someone by email. Great 
for building a community of teacher-
learners. 

“Edge” reviews: Web 2.0 
tools with longer reviews to 
include use of the tools 
safely and within school 
polices. Include Skills 
needed, Safety/security 
concerns, and extensive 
“possible uses” for these 
user-created content sites: 
 
Edge sites are well-suited for 
your early-adopters or 
techno-savvy teachers. 
Encourage growth for all 
your teachers. 
 
Edge reviews show in all 
appropriate subjects AND 
under What’s Hot menu.
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Creating an online “Learning Community” for your school 
 

 Both F2F and “just in time” sharing are key 
 Model it, model it, model it 
 Choose the tool and stick with it 

 
Notes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One possibility: A staff wiki 
 
Free, advertising-free wikispaces for K-12 educators: 
http://www.wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers 
 
Learn more about wikis and different wiki tools from the Wiki Walk-Through: 
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/wiki/ 
 
 
The wiki for this impromptu community: 
http://thinkteachworkshop.wikispaces.com/NAESP2009 
Log in using your assigned number, ex. NAESP01 for both username and password 
 
ONLY ONE person can edit the wiki at a time, if 
you do not use log-ins! 
 
 
SHARE: (in a wiki OR in email) 
 
 Copy/pasting the permalink to a TF review:  

Ctrl+C to COPY 
CTrl+V (for VELCRO) to “stick it there” 
Be sure to annotate your “find” 
 

Copy/Pasting the actual resource URL: 
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Some questions when organizing your wiki/sharing: 
See an example: 
Lenski Elementary Wiki (Boni Hamilton's school): http://tied2lenski.wikispaces.com/ 
 
 
 
How might you implement a community of teacher/learners to change the way 
technology is seen and used in YOUR school?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can you make sharing a teacher-friendly process for just-in-time PD? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some ways you can provide positive feedback and/or incentives (extrinsic 
motivation always welcome)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you address a wide range of technology users? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TeachersFirst www.teachersfirst.com (FREE, ad-free service from a non-profit since 1998) 
The Source for Learning http://www.sourceforlearning.org Non-profit parent company of TeachersFirst 


